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May 11, 2020 
 
 
Dear Brooklyn Public Schools Families, 
 
I hope that you are well and enjoyed the weekend.  I am writing to you because I have received 
multiple inquiries about the end of the year activities for our students.  I think that the 
administrators also have received questions, comments and concerns.  I would like to start by 
saying that we are always open to your thoughts and ideas.  We are living through incredibly 
stressful and challenging times right now.  As we wrap up this school year our students are 
missing out on many traditions and events.  We are all feeling the loss of not providing these 
events and watching our students enjoy them.  We have done our best to seek and consider 
input from our students, families and staff.  Ultimately we are responsible to ensure the safety of 
our students.  I had asked that administration develop a plan and share that plan around the 4th 
and 8th grade promotion shortly after closing.  I wanted to give students and families something 
to plan for and look forward to.  
 
We are all aware that there is a Reopen CT group that is meeting across the state.  This 
weekend we heard about how carefully and slowly they will move to open and promote safety. 
This includes outdoor seating at restaurants and allowing hairdressers and barbers to open 
under very careful guidelines.  Some of those guidelines include masks and social distancing. 
The reason for this is that the virus is not gone.  We know more, have the capacity to care for 
sick people and have been using masks and social distancing to protect each other.  As 
Connecticut enters Phase 1 there are still restrictions of groups of 5 or more.  The original 
guidance from the State was that it would be at least four weeks between phases.  I did not 
want to wait until mid-June before planning for our students.  
 
We listened and considered all of the recommendations that we received prior to making a 
decision about end of the year events.  We have consulted other districts and share our ideas 
with them as they share with us.  Ultimately the administration has to plan these events and is 
responsible to make the best of a challenging situation.  We still have more planning, but 
wanted to announce exciting promotion ideas.  While we understand that we can’t honor 
everyone’s ideas, we do care.  We think that notice of a reverse parade for 4th grade will be the 
plan and 8th graders already received notice.  We think grade 4 will run similarly to the reverse 
teacher parade.  Our students and families will drive by their teachers who will cheer them along 
and wish them well.  Eighth grade will be slightly different.  The graduate and their immediate 
family can decorate a vehicle and park for the many others who want to drive by and celebrate 
them!  We can’t have an indoor event and we have to be careful about how long any event is. 
We do not have the capacity to provide bathrooms and we must ensure that those who attend 
this event are safe.  Maintaining social distance in a field to offer a traditional ceremony would 
require a very large space and presents many more opportunities for exposure.  There are 
guidelines coming from the State, but large gatherings will not be one of the choices.  Our staff 
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are working from home and it will be a challenge to pull this event off, but they are committed to 
making this a safe celebration!  
 
We are also being respectful of our Brooklyn high school seniors who are graduating.  We know 
that our ultimate goal is high school graduation before heading off to college and careers.  We 
want to wish them well and hope that when they get to high school they will be celebrating in a 
more traditional way.  The area high schools are trying to make this a special year with many 
ideas that you have also shared.  
 
Please understand that we know this is challenging for you, your child and your extended 
families to not celebrate in the traditional ways.  We will do our best to commemorate the close 
of this 2019-2020 school year in a safe and special way that communicates our pride in the hard 
work that has been demonstrated by students and their families.  You know that Brooklyn is a 
special place and we appreciate all that you have done to make the last 62 days of school 
meaningful and valuable to the students as they prepare for next year.  
 
All of our students will be promoted to the next grade level and we will plan on how we can 
address the learning gaps that were created during the adjustment from traditional learning to 
distance learning and E-learning.  We have created a letter and Distance Learning Handbook 
that can be located on our website.  Office hours and teacher professional development will be 
held on Fridays beginning this week.  Students will likely have work that they will continue to 
work on but they may also be done with work.  If you need to reach a teacher they will be 
available to you on Fridays from 8:30-12:00.  You may want to reach out to them for the best 
way to schedule time to help you child with their work or to ask them questions.  
 
I am currently having discussions at many different levels about how to plan for the reopening of 
schools.  There are many complications that this presents including social distancing in a 
classroom, on a bus, in common areas such as hallways, and bathrooms.  We are concerned 
about things like ensuring that our students and staff have masks, are free of fever and have 
proper PPEs if needed to support students.  There are concepts being discussed that include 
remaining in a distance learning scenario and a wide range of blended learning scenarios. 
There is no one that believes we will return to “normal” at the start of the school year.  Please be 
assured that we are continuing to plan for a return and making plans for how to do it safely.  
 
As always, remain safe.  Stay informed and share your thoughts about returning to school with 
me via email.  I will continue to provide updates while remaining informed about what the State 
of Connecticut and districts in our region are doing.  We will work collaboratively as we have 
students who attend many different schools.  
 
Stay safe,  
  
Patricia L. Buell 
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